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JAPANESE EYE

video curation 2005, compiling 7 works by young Japanese video artists and film-makers
thanks: all the artists in the programme and VC Tokyo

Japanese Eye is a video screening programme compiling 7 works by young Japanese video and film makers
born between '71 and '82. The programme intends to show the richness and variety of what these young
artists are trying to do with the medium known as "moving image." It also hopes to give some indications
over the future tendencies of the medium.

Kentaro Taki's "The Fort of Fabrications:Prologue" and Masayuki Kawai's "a=/a or For Devatas Who Keep on
Dancing" deal with historical, philosophical and social contexts within which the technological developments
are revisited in a complex abstraction of narratives, creating perfect examples of postmodern videos of our
time.

Takehito Etani's "The Third Eye Project” is a video documentation of his perfeormance in Times Square,
which juxtaposes "the alien" and "the natural." By playing with the notions from cyberculture, Etani succeeds
to reveal its tentions on two different levels; the alien technology onto the organic human performer on one
level and the alien performer in the mass of humans on the other.

Kazumi Kanemaki's "A Person With a Video Camera" is a warm personal tale on dramas in our mundane life,
a theme she has been consistently investigating in her videos. Akiko Nakamura in her "Time Strokes"
demonstrates a masterly fusion between the theme and the technique employed in its visual composition.

Yoko Fukuoka and Chieko Taira are the youngest in the selection, both born in the early '80s. Their works
"Lost of the Beginning" and "Suien" investigate the visual ability to create the "unnamable," for which logical
understanding is no longer a help but instead a burden through its inability to penetrate into that peculiar
domain. In this manner, they bravely continue with the long tradition of Japanese cultural inheritance since
the No theatre.

It is of course often a problematic attitude to put together works by 8 individual artists purely because of
their origin - in this case purely by the fact they all come from Japan. They come from different backgrounds,
even from different artistic traditions, with personal histories that have coloured their individualities.
Nevertheless, by intentionally putting variety of works together, I hope this screening programme will
contribute to weakening the stereotypical view of Japanese art and culture while encouraging these new
young talents internationally.
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shown at:

Ostersund Konstvideo Festival, Sweden, 2005

Overgaden, Copenhagen, 2007, organised by Netfilmmakers.dk and Fast Video with support from the Danish
Arts Council

Norrkdpings Konstmuseum, 2008, in co-operation with the University of Link&ping

THE FORT OF FABRICATIONS: PROLOGUE
Kentaro Taki

year of production: 2004
running time: 6 min 15 sec
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THE THIRD EYE PROJECT
Takehito Etani

year of production: 2002
running time: 4 min 36 sec

LOST OF THE BEGINNING
Yoko Fukuoka

year of production: 2003
running time: 3 min 36 sec

TIME STROKES
Akiko Nakamura

year of production: 2002
running time: 3 min 42 sec

SUIEN-HYDROFLAME
Chieko Taira

year of production: 2002
running time: 6 min 48 sec

A PERSON WITH A VIDEO CAMERA
Kazumi Kanemaki

year of production: 2000
running time: 13 min 42 sec

a=/ a or FOR DEVATAS WHO KEEP ON DANCING
Masayuki Kawai

year of production: 2000
running time: 15 min 15 sec




